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Peel actress has a starring
role in story about Welsh
boxer Howard Winstone

By PHILIP THOMSON

new British film starring Peel actress
Grainne Joughin.

The 25-year-old has a lead role in Risen,
the story of Welsh boxer Howard Winstone
who became world champion despite the
loss of some fingers.

She plays Bennita, Winstone’s first wife, in
the Burn Hand Film production, appearing
alongside acting legends Brian Blessed and
John Noble.

With five weeks of filming complete,
footage has been passed to post-production
facility Dragon DI, allowing these stills to be
released.

Editor Ian Grey has been assembling a
rough cut of a number of scenes from the
film and giving filming tips for the upcoming
final three weeks of shooting.

Former Queen Elizabeth II High School
and Manx Multimedia Centre student
Grainne has been hard at work filming her
scenes around south Wales, but managed to
get home for Christmas.

She was delighted the stills had been
released.

‘It's wonderful to finally see some of the
work come to life,” she said. ‘It’s been a real
challenge playing an extraordinary woman
like Bennita and to hear good things about
the rough cut so far and see the stills is really
motivating for the next set of filming.

‘Working on such a big picture as this, as
one of the lead roles, is a daunting prospect,
especially with actors such as Brian Blessed
and John Noble, but now I'm feeling very
confident that things are going to plan and
we're going to walk down the red carpetin a
few months to watch a film that’s a very
special, honest and powerful piece of work,
and I feel very proud to be a part of that.’

Risen director Neil Jones said: ‘Dragon has
been very helpful at advising us how to
improve for the next part of the shoot,
although honestly there has been very little
to improve.

THIS is the first look at scenes from a

‘The work done so far has been of the
highest standard and it’s very reassuring to
be able to review the footage in depth during
this break.’

Stuart Brennan, who plays Howard, added:
‘It’s amazing to see it all come together so
well. The shoot over the summer was very
hard, but to see all that work pay off is
something special.’

Trailers are expected to be released soon,
with the finished film in cinemas later this
year.
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FIRST SCENES: Stills from Risen have been released. Above, Grainne Joughin and
Stuart Brennan play husband and wife in the story of a boxing icon. Below, Lord
of the Rings actor John Noble plays boxing trainer Eddie Thomas in the film.

Bottom and inset Joughin and Brennan

It’s a take — Cretney
in director’s chair

TRADE and Industry Minister
David Cretney will take the
helm at Isle of Man Film, he
has confirmed.

Mr Cretney, appointed to the
department following
November’s general election,
said he was taking on
chairmanship of the
organisation.

He replaces former chairman
Leonard Singer, who failed in
his House of Keys election
bid.

Mr Cretney, the former
tourism and leisure minister,
said he was looking forward
to the role.

‘I am delighted by the
opportunity to work alongside
the team at Isle of Man Film,’
he said.

‘Filming on the first project of
2007 is already under way
and early indications are it
will be a busy and exciting
year for the film industry in
the Isle of Man.’
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